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Respect Codes of Conduct & Club Rules 

An awareness and understanding of Club Policies, Rules and Codes of 

Conduct is a precondition of your association / membership with the club, 

whether that is as a player, a coach, parent or spectator.  Copies of all 

Club Polices, Rules and Codes of Conduct are available on the club 

website at www.newhallfc.co.uk.  Copies can be provided on request.   

Players, coaches and supporters of any Newhall FC team are expected to 

uphold the traditions of the game in terms of behaviour, and generosity to 

all players and the officials.  Specifically players and supporters must 

support the decisions of match officials.  Any issues with referees, officials 

or opposition should be directed through the Team Manager.   Swearing 

and abuse is specifically discouraged.  Players, coaches and parents will 

be reprimanded for foul language and inappropriate behaviour, resulting 

ultimately in expulsion from the club, at the discretion of the Management 

Committee.  Parents, coaches, non-participating players and any other 

spectators must never enter the playing area without specific 

authorisation of the referee, other than in exceptional circumstances to 

respond to a suspected medical emergency.  It is NEVER acceptable to 

enter the playing area in response to the actions of others, no matter that 

their actions might be considered unacceptable. 

Respect  

Respect is the collective responsibility of everyone involved in football, at 

all levels, to create a fair, safe and enjoyable environment in which the 

game can take place. It is the behavioural code for football.  

Respect is a continuous FA programme, not a one-off initiative. It aims to 

tackle the mass drop-out of referees from football due to abuse.  

Thousands of referees dropped out of the game last season which has led 

to the number of match officials hitting its lowest ever level. 

Respect also aims to bring the fun back to football for young players. 

Parents and coaches pushing too hard and pressurising impressionable 

children for three points is having a negative impact on their 

development and enjoyment of the game. 

 98% of referees have been verbally abused and 27% have been 

physically abused. 

 One in three grassroots matches is now played without a 

qualified match official. 

 846 grassroots matches were abandoned in 2007/08 due to 

unacceptable behaviour from players and/or spectators. 

 Parents and coaches want role models in the elite game to 

provide a positive example for young players. 

 The No.2 priority from grassroots football is tackling the ‘pushy 

parent’ placing too much pressure on their child and their child’s 

team from the sidelines. 

http://www.newhallfc.co.uk/
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 Spectators and Parents / Carers Code 

Parents, carers and spectators have a great influence on children’s 

enjoyment and success in football.  All children play football because first 

and foremost they love the game – it’s fun.  It is important to remember 

that however good a child becomes at football within our club it is 

important that we reinforce the message to parents, carers and 

spectators that positive encouragement will contribute to: 

 Children enjoying football 

 A sense of personal achievement 

 Self-esteem 

 Assist to improve the child’s skills and techniques 

We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in the 

game. 

Remember children’s football is a time for them to develop their 

technical, physical, tactical and social skills. Winning isn’t everything. 

This club is supporting The FA’s Respect programme to ensure football can 

be enjoyed in a safe, positive environment. 

Play your part and observe The FA’s Respect Code of Conduct for 

spectators and parents/carers at all times.  I will: 

 Remember that children play for FUN 

 Applaud effort and good play as well as success 

 Always respect the match officials’ decisions 

 Remain outside the field of play and within the Designated 

Spectators’ Area (where provided) 

 Let the coach do their job and not confuse the players by telling 

them what to do 

 Encourage the players to respect the opposition, referee and 

match officials 

 Avoid criticising a player for making a mistake – mistakes are part 

of learning 

 Never engage in, or tolerate, offensive, insulting, or abusive 

language or behaviour. 
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Newhall FC also expects your co-operation with the following: 

As spectators, parents and carers you should: 

 Never force an unwilling child to play football. Remember 

children are playing football for their enjoyment not yours. 

 Children learn best by example, applaud good play by the 

opposition as well as your own team 

 Read and teach your child the laws of the game and turn losing 

into winning by helping your child to improve their skills and 

technique. 

 Avoid coaching, shouting or screaming at a child / young person 

during the game 

 Respect the referee’s decision; they are only human and 

sometimes may make an honest mistake.  Remember that they 

might be a ‘young person’ and fall under the protection of the 

Safeguarding Children Legislation. 

 Encourage your child to play within the laws of the game and to 

respect the match officials decision without argument 

 Teach your child that honest effort is more important than victory; 

this will ensure that the result of each game is accepted without 

undue disappointment 

 Never ridicule or yell at your child for making a mistake or losing a 

game.  All comments made from the sidelines should be positive 

encouragement and never critical. 

 Support all efforts to remove racist, verbal and physical abuse 

from children’s football 

 Recognise the value and importance of your child’s coach or 

manager who are all volunteers.  They give their time and 

resources to provide football for your child for free. 

 Realise that we all see the game differently.  Please respect 

managers’ decisions especially when players are left out or 

played out of position for the good of the team. 

 Be involved in arranging transport.  Transport for away matches 

should be arranged between parents and is not the responsibility 

of the manager to transport player to games.  Managers will not 

be insured to transport players. 

 You must make sure that a club official is present before leaving 

your child at training and must also collect them promptly at the 

conclusion of training sessions. 
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I understand that if I do not follow the Code, any or all of the following 

actions may be taken by my club, County FA or The FA.  I may be: 

 Issued with a verbal warning from a club or league official 

 Required to meet with the club, league or County FA Welfare 

Officer 

 Required to meet with the club committee 

 Obliged to undertake an FA education course 

 Obliged to leave the match venue by the club 

 Requested by the club not to attend future games 

 Suspended or have my club membership removed 

 Required to leave the club along with any dependents. 

In addition: 

 The FA/County FA could impose a fine and/or suspension on the 

club. 

 

 

All of our Respect Codes of Conduct are fully supported by the Club 

Officers and Sarah Goodall who holds the post of Club Welfare Officer at 

Newhall FC and who is responsible for their implementation and regular 

review 


